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The representation of the Geneva financial centre before the federal
authorities and the public is channelled through umbrella organisations
whose language reflects the geography of Swiss finance. The Swiss Bankers
Association, established in Basel, works mainly in German and English,
with publications in French. The Fondation Genéve Place Financiére,
created by the Geneva market participants, communicates in French and
English and serves as a link between the financial centre, the cantonal
authorities and the French-speaking public. The Association of Swiss
Private Banks, whose historic members are from Geneva, publishes in both
languages.' Suissenégoce, the commodity trading association, has its seat in
Geneva and communicates in French and English.

This organisation has consequences for the influence of the financial
centre. Position papers on federal bills, responses to consultations and
exchanges with FINMA and with members of parliament take place largely
in German. In order to be heard, the Geneva organisations must take part
in that language. Geneva practitioners who sit on national committees
bring the perspective of a French-speaking and international financial
centre, often different from that of the large Zurich banks. Their
effectiveness depends on their command of German and on their ability to
translate Geneva’s concerns into the categories of the federal debate.
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1 Notes

1. Association de Banques Privées Suisses, “Membres” page (abps.ch): the
association has seven members — Bordier & Cie, E. Gutzwiller & Cie,
Banque Lombard Odier & Cie SA, Mirabaud & Cie SA, the Pictet group,
Rahn+Bodmer Co. and Reichmuth & Co — and presents itself in
German, English and French; Suissenégoce (formerly the Swiss
Trading and Shipping Association), “Members” page (suissenegoce.ch):
an association established at rue de Chantepoulet 11 in Geneva,
bringing together traders, banks and service providers, whose website
and communications are in English. €2
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