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What distinguishes Geneva from the other trading centres is the density of
the services that surround its traders. The Fondation Genéve Place
Financiére describes an ensemble in which finance sits alongside ship
chartering and inspection, and which it presents as unique in the world.' A
trader who sets up in Geneva finds, within a few hundred metres of the
office, the banks that will finance the cargoes, the company that will certify
their quality, the brokers that will charter the vessels, the insurers that will
cover the risks, the lawyers that will draft the contracts and the arbitrators
that will decide the disputes. This chapter describes that cluster,
component by component, and analyses the links that bind its members
together, as well as the weaknesses that threaten it.

1 Notes

1. Fondation Genéve Place Financiére, presentation, geneve-finance.ch
(accessed September 2026). €2

2 In five sentences

1. The Geneva trading cluster brings together, within a small perimeter,
the financing banks, the Société générale de surveillance, the charterers,
the insurers, the lawyers, the arbitrators, the training institutions and
the umbrella association.

2. Transactional trade finance, secured on the commodities themselves,
is the second pillar of the financial centre and its principal argument
against Dubai, despite the fraud crisis of 2020 and the withdrawal of
several banks.
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3. Inspection, chartering, insurance and law fulfil functions of trust
inherited from the medieval fairs, adapted to contemporary
requirements of compliance and sustainability.

4. The interdependence of the cluster’s members creates both synergies
and shared risks: contagion of failures, common reputation and
cumulative erosion.

5. The withdrawal of banks, sanctions, competition from Dubai, where
the number of Swiss companies rose by 30 per cent between 2021 and
2023, the cost of living and the energy transition are the cluster’s
principal weaknesses.
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