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In the face of this competition, Geneva has strengths that the preceding
chapters have described and that the actors of the sector emphasise. The
cluster of financing, inspection, chartering, law and training is the first.
Bilan sees in it the reason why Geneva keeps first place ahead of Dubai.'
Switzerland’s political and legal stability, its neutrality, the quality of its
institutions and the safety of persons are the second. The time zone, which
makes it possible to cover Asia and the Americas within the same day, and
the air links are the third. The quality of life, the international environment
and multilingualism are the fourth.

These strengths are threatened by developments that the financial centre
controls only in part: the cost of living, the taxation of natural persons,
sanctions, the withdrawal of banks and the contraction of International
Geneva. Preserving them presupposes a coherent policy on the part of the
federal, cantonal and municipal authorities, a dialogue with the sector and
constant attention to reputation, which Part H will show to be the most
fragile factor.

1 Notes
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